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The Results of East London Fawcettʼs Art Audit Revealed  
 
East London Fawcett (ELF) reveal their audit results at the culmination of a year-
long campaign to examine the position of women within the arts in contemporary 
London. 
 
In October 2011 ELF hosted a panel discussion in order to identify problem areas 
for women in the arts, and to consider how to tackle these in a positive fashion. The 
event, which brought together leading figures in the field, highlighted the commonly 
held misconception that improvements to the gender imbalance in the arts over 
the preceding decades translated to equality. It was noted that the prominent public 
profile of inspirational figures who have defied the statistics, such as 
Tracey Emin, have arguably obscured the enduring under-representation of 
women within the art world. In order to raise awareness of this persistent inequality, 
whilst simultaneously celebrating those that challenge the statistics, ELF launched 
the Great East London Art Audit. Gathered by a large group of dedicated 
volunteers, including a number of experienced researchers and statisticians, the 
campaign generated a body of up-to-date statistics that reflect the representation of 
women in todayʼs art world. These figures (full results available at elf-audit.com) will 
hopefully provide an objective basis for future discourse on women in the arts, and 
prompt further investigation of the area.*   
 
ELFʼs audit of 134 commercial galleries in London, which collectively represent 
3163 artists, established that 31% of the represented artists are women and that 
78% of the galleries represent more men than women. At Frieze Art Fair 2012 
27.5% of the represented artists were women and an audit of the top 100 auction 
performances of 2012, revealed there were no sales of work by female artists. 
 
Analysis of the solo shows in the exhibition programmes of 29 non-commercial 
galleries in London from April 2012 to April 2013 found that 31% were by female 
artists, and 31% of the gallery programmes failed to include any female solo shows.  
 
Of 386 public artworks displayed in Westminster and the City of London, 8% are 
the work of female artists and 92% male. In east London 14% of the public art 
audited by ELF was made by women. 
 
The group audited the cover of a leading monthly art publication in the UK. Over the 
last 5 years, 28% of the covers featured a female artist, peaking in 2010 with 43%, 



and at its lowest in 2008 with 10%. Similar analysis of a leading US publication 
revealed an average of 35.5% female cover artists over the same period.  
 
Whilst the audit provides statistical evidence that Londonʼs art world is far from 
achieving gender equality, it is also testimony to the encouraging, though 
fluctuating, progress that has been – and hopefully will continue to be – achieved, 
particularly in the face of the historically male monopoly of the art world. 

*For the purpose of this study ELF have excluded collaborations and have used 
binary gender descriptors for collecting data and recognise the necessity for further 
research in this area. 
 
East London Fawcett (ELF) is the East London branch of the Fawcett Society –
 the UKʼs leading campaign for gender equality. ELF organises talks, parties, arts 
events, sporting activities and much more. In its varied and positive approach to 
equality, ELF is 21st century activism for people who believe in progress, and 
who want to be a part of an exciting and ever expanding network of diverse, 
interesting and culturally engaged individuals in East London. The group is open to 
all and membership is free.  
 
Full results and further information on the campaign are available at: http://elf-
audit.com 
 
For more information on East London Fawcett please see: 
http://eastlondonfawcett.org.uk 
 
For all press enquiries please contact us via email: 
press@eastlondonfawcett.org.uk 
 

           


